Coverage for Pregnant Women

The January 2014 Medicaid expansion has resulted in 262,000 previously
uninsured women gaining health care coverage through private-sector
Medicaid managed care plans, including maternity care if needed.

On June 8, 2015, the Ohio Senate proposed and the Administration supports
maintaining Medicaid coverage for women who are pregnant up to 200
percent of poverty (138 percent is the income ceiling for all other adults).

Earlier, on February 2, 2015, the Administration proposed reducing Medicaid
coverage for pregnant women to 138 percent of poverty because subsidized
health insurance is available above that income level on the federal exchange.

However, on February 27, 2015, the federal Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) surprised child advocates when it created a gap in maternity
coverage on the exchange. HHS did not include pregnancy as a “qualifying
event” in the final rule that decided when a person can purchase coverage on
the exchange outside open enroliment. As a result, if a woman becomes
pregnant outside of the open enrollment period and is uninsured, then she —
and her child — will not be able to access coverage for maternity care.

On April 21, 2015, in testimony before the Senate Finance Committee, the
Director of the Governor’s Office of Health Transformation testified that the
Kasich Administration would support using the Ohio Medicaid program to
compensate for the glitch in maternity coverage on the federal exchange,
because ensuring health insurance coverage for pregnant women is consistent
with the Kasich Administration’s extensive efforts to reduce infant mortality.

The final version of the budget preserves Medicaid coverage for children and
pregnant women up to 200 percent of poverty.


http://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2015/02/18/387191283/pregnant-and-uninsured-dont-count-on-obamacare-coverage
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/02/27/2015-03751/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-hhs-notice-of-benefit-and-payment-parameters-for-2016#h-7
http://www.healthtransformation.ohio.gov/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=1lOyUuWZ5nY%3d&tabid=252

